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My name is Alex Pereklita, and I’m a Tao Shiatsu Therapist and Head Priest of Wada Ji Sangha Buddhist Temple in Toronto.  As a member of the Hiroshima Nagasaki Day Coalition, I add my support to item 2018.HL26.1, now under consideration by the Toronto Board of Health: Re-affirming City of Toronto as a Nuclear Weapons-Free Zone. 

I was born and raised in Toronto. I love this city, and also feel gratitude to live on this wonderful planet as a human being.
We, humans, all share this Earth, and we all have the potential to do wonderful things, regardless of nationality, race or faith. So I ask, why, as human beings, are we not taking more care of each other and the planet Earth? 

I believe it is because “what can I get now” rather than “what can I pass on to the next generation,” has come to dominate as the more important view of life.
Hence we unconsciously live our lives as consumers and always look for comfort for ourselves and for those closely associated to us. For this reason, I think our view of life has come to be very petty, and has been affected by businesses in pursuit of immediate profits.  Those businesses are often tied to companies profiting from war.
But I truly believe in the power of the human heart.
I believe that we can and need to make a difference and create a brighter future for the generations to come.  It is not easy, but through determination and education of Torontonians, we can continue to be global leaders for peace, calling upon our and all governments who have not yet signed and ratified the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons to wake up. 
This topic is not a comfortable one.
But it is up to people like yourselves, our city council, our leaders, to continue to show initiative, and make other leaders take note by re-affirming Toronto as a nuclear weapons-free zone. What we pass on to the next generation so that all of our children will be able to grow up without the fear of war and nuclear annihilation is truly, in our hands.
Sincerely,
Alex Pereklita
Head Priest
Wada Ji Sangha Buddhist Temple, 375 Jane Street, Toronto, Ontario
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