To: Toronto Board of Health
Re: 2018.HL26.1, Re-affirming the City of Toronto as a Nuclear Weapons-Free Zone.
Vinay Jindal, M.D.

President, Physicians for Global Survival (Canada)

April 16, 2018

According to the World Medical Association statement on nuclear weapons, amended in 2015, the medical profession has a duty to preserve and safeguard the health of the patient and as such has the duty to work for the elimination of nuclear weapons.

The Canadian Medical Association endorsed this statement in February 2016, representing over 85,000 physicians across Canada; the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada and the College of Family Physicians of Canada both endorsed this same statement in 2017.  Physicians across Canada and around the globe recognize the unacceptable risks of nuclear weapons and pledge to work toward their elimination as part of their responsibility to serve humanity. 

Today, I come to you as a physician, a Torontonian and the president of Physicians for Global Survival (Canada) to discuss the important role our city must play in educating our citizens on the dangers of nuclear weapons.
And as a physician, when it comes to the nuclear threat, prevention is the only way.  In 2011, the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement released their statement entitled “Working Towards the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons” and recognized the destructive power of nuclear weapons, the unspeakable human suffering they cause and the impossibility of any adequate humanitarian response.  It is just not possible.

And the consequences of nuclear weapons use will be global and devastating.
In 2013, International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War released “Nuclear Famine: Two Billion People at Risk?”  This document outlined the global climate disruption expected from a limited, regional nuclear war, involving only 100 Hiroshima-sized bombs (or less than 0.5% of the worlds nuclear arsenal).  The fallout from such a limited nuclear war would lead to an average global drop in temperature of only 1.25 degrees Celsius but have a huge impact on agriculture and food supplies that would put a significant portion of the world’s population at risk of famine. 
But for Toronto, the stakes are even higher.  

Toronto, is a rich city in a rich country, Toronto may not starve, but Toronto will suffer.  The multicultural fabric that makes Toronto great does not provide for an “us vs. them” attitude.  We are one, we are together and in the event of a limited nuclear war half a world away Toronto will weep.  We will weep with our friends, our neighbours, our co-workers and our children.  Toronto is a success and we can use our experience and resources and be a much-needed voice of reason in a world of confusion.
In the 1980s, City Council’s declaration of Toronto as a Nuclear Weapons-Free Zone was a source of pride; you brought the issue to each household and to each Toronto voter.  However, in the 1990s it became a footnote and in the 2000s, forgotten.
Can we afford be complacent on nuclear weapons? 

At a time when diplomacy has deteriorated to posturing, insults and threats of annihilation while nuclear weapons states join forces to denounce the 2017 United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons;
At a time when nuclear superpowers continue to modernize their nuclear arsenals, improving the versatility and acceptability of nuclear weapons use while lauding their commitments to nuclear abolition;
At a time when out-dated cold-war deterrence arguments still justify the existence of nuclear weapons while ignoring the inherent and real threats of computer errors, accidents, terrorism and cyber attacks;
We are living in the most dangerous of times, but they are also the most hopeful.  I respectfully ask that the Toronto Board of Health facilitates:

· the reaffirmation of the City of Toronto as a nuclear weapons-free zone

· informative outreach to Torontonians with respect to the dangers of nuclear weapons

· the creation of accessible youth-oriented outreach to ensure younger generations have a reliable information source regarding nuclear weapons and their health consequences

· the reaffirmation of the City of Toronto as a member of Mayors for Peace and active civic involvement in this movement
· a vote by City Council urging the federal government to ratify the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

Sincerely,

Vinay Jindal, MD

President, Physicians for Global Survival (Canada)

